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When you’re bird watching, it’s more than going out and finding birds. It’s about looking in the right 
places, being patient, observing, discovering, figuring out what type of bird it is, and classifying what 
these birds are doing. Once you start bird watching, you start noticing birds around you everywhere. 
This was my first time bird watching ever. We read the Sibley Field Guide to Birds and we would write our 
observations down in our book. We had to write a paper on a specific bird and observe them for a month. 
Afterward, we had an ornithon, where everyone went out for two hours and whoever classified the most 
birds won a prize. My partner and I won first place.
April KAcurA ’20
Kacura, an Integral Program student, talks about the bird watching the class did during 
the lab portion second semester of freshman year. Integral students also stargazed, and 
studied the number pi, the body’s blood circulation, and musical ratios in monochords.



























The Saint Mary’s College 
of California experience 
inspires learning that 
lasts a lifetime. Guided by 
the Christian Brothers, 
the Catholic Church’s 
oldest order dedicated 
exclusively to teaching, 
the College enrolls more 
than 4,000 students 
in undergraduate and 
graduate liberal arts and 
business programs. For 
more information, visit 
Saint Mary’s College at 
stmarys-ca.edu..
Saint Mary’s magazine 
is published twice a 
year. Please send status 
and address changes to 
info4smc@stmarys-ca.
edu and provide a contact 
number.
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Joining the national conversation about race and immigration, students perform 
last spring in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s first musical, In the Heights, set in a Latino 
community in New York.
12 The Embodied Brain
 How a new way of looking at the mind-body connection 
has revolutionized adult learning.
16 Forging a New Path
 Provost Bethami Dobkin reflects on her 10 years at 
Saint Mary’s and her deep affection for the College.
18 Why Poetry?
 Matthew Zapruder asks, and answers.
20 Glory of the Arts
 Moving hearts, training artists, and opening worlds for 
25 years.
On the cover: Brother Alfred Brousseau Hall, which houses scientific labs on 




Jill Biden talks on campus
Jill Biden, lifelong educator and wife of 
former Vice President Joe Biden, addressed 
about 1,000 teachers at Saint Mary’s 
McKeon Pavilion—10,000 teachers via 
livestream statewide—at the third annual 
Better Together: California Teachers Sum-
mit on July 28. SMC served as headquarters 
for the statewide summit, a free day of 
learning at 35 California sites. “The summit 
underscores our commitment to academic 
excellence and empowering teachers to 
foster change for the common good,” said 
Christopher Sindt, vice provost for aca-
demic affairs and former dean of SMC’s 
Kalmanovitz School of Education.
Biden (below) spoke about education’s 
role in her life, as teacher and student, and 
how good teachers lay the foundation for 
students’ future success. She described 
grading papers on the floor of Air Force 
Two—she continued to teach community 
college as Second Lady—and how surreal it 
was to move from midterm papers to state 
receptions. “[Teaching] was and is a calling,” 
she said about her decision to continue 
working after her husband was elected vice 
president. “It’s who I am and it’s who you 
are. I couldn’t just walk away.”
Sean Valentine ’14 works 
with high school students 
at the Hidden Genius 
Project, an Oakland 
nonprofit that helps 
prepare young black men 
to enter the high-tech 
work world.
Finding Hidden Geniuses
Connecting Saint Mary’s with young black men learning 
technology in Oakland
When Sean Valentine ’14 transferred to Saint Mary’s from 
Laney College, he juggled his economics studies with raising 
two small children and working full time as a personal trainer. 
His Saint Mary’s professors were instrumental in his colle-
giate success, he said, all of them “engaging, encouraging, and 
patient.”
Now Valentine works as the operations director at the 
Hidden Genius Project, an Oakland nonprofit that connects 
black male youth with the skills, mentors, and experience they 
need to work in the technology arena. Students in middle and 
high school participate in daylong events and workshops, or a 
15-month immersion program—all for free.
And just like his SMC professors supported him, Valentine 
is there for the “Hidden Geniuses.” “We debunk the idea that 
they don’t belong and that this space is for someone else,” he 
said, calling the Hidden Genius work very Lasallian, bringing 
academic opportunities to those who might not have a chance 
otherwise. 
Shortly after joining the Hidden Genius Project, Valentine 
reached out to School of Science Dean Roy Wensley to set up 
internships for Saint Mary’s students. Three students partici-
pated last year, including social media intern Abreal Simmons 
’17 and event volunteer Jonathan Dickson ’17.
Valentine hopes to continue connecting Hidden Genius with 
Saint Mary’s, from where he launched his career. “I loved Sem-
inar,” he said. “Being able to listen, absorb information, and 
articulate my thoughts and arguments has catapulted me to 
where I am now.” —Sarah Weld
























opening doors to science
Hispanic and low-income students study-
ing science at Saint Mary’s now have more 
access to tutors, mentors, internships, 
and diverse speakers, thanks to the CALC 
(Caminos a Las Ciencias or Pathways to Sci-
ence) program, funded by the $2.7 million 
Hispanic Serving Institution STEM grant the 
College received from the U.S. Department 
of Education last year.
“Our mission is to improve the outcomes 
for these students,” said program director 
Ameer Thompson PhD (above). “Every stu-
dent who comes to Saint Mary’s and wants to 
study science should have a chance to do so.”
The program has several components—a 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) Center with expanded tutoring 
hours to accommodate students’ work 
schedules, a series of diverse speakers, 
internships, mentoring, and a partnership 
with Los Medanos Community College that 
sets up transfer students to succeed at SMC.
“Students who are first-generation or 
persons of color may be the only one in a 
classroom who represents their background,” 
Thompson said. “It can be very alienating.” 
The CALC program works to build a sense 
of community for students. “Heaped on  
top of their own anxiety about being 
different, they’re also participating in a 
particularly difficult curriculum, studying 
subjects such as calculus or organic chem-
istry,” said Thompson, a trained scientist 
from an underrepresented background who 
studied at Cornell and Columbia universities.
“If we help these students harness their 
strengths and everything they bring to 
the table, they are going to be successful 
students and world citizens who will really 
make an impact,” he said.
Top 10 2018 U.S. News & World Report: Best Colleges, Top 10 Western Regional 
Universities for third year 
in a row
Top 40Recognized as top 40 nonprofit four-year institution for upward student mobility by The Chronicle of Higher Education
5%
2018 Wall Street Journal and 
timeS higher education lisTed SMC 
among The TOP 20% Of U.S. COLLEgES 
anD UnIvErSITIES
Princeton review lisTed Saint Mary’S 
as one of the beSt 382 collegeS in The 
United StateS in 2018
TO
P saint Mary’s was ranked 
in the top 5 percent of  
U.s. colleges and  
universities for salary 
potential by Payscale
named a TOP rETUrn On InvESTMEnT 
SCHOOL by BUSInESS InSIDEr and 
PaySCaLE For UnDErgraDUaTE 
BUSInESS PrOgraMS
5ThForbes magazine ranked saint Mary’s fifth in the United states for colleges that will raise graduates’ earnings potential


























The West Coast Conference Commissioner’s Honor Roll has  
recognized 159 Saint Mary’s student-athletes for maintaining a  
3.0 grade point average and balancing athletic success with  
academic excellence. Twenty-two SMC student-athletes earned 
gold honors (minimum 3.75 GPA), with women’s basketball player 
Devon Brookshire ’16, MA ’17 leading Saint Mary’s with a perfect 
4.0 in her graduate studies in kinesiology.
divine Work
Brother Chris Patiño says he encounters 
Christ most clearly in young people. Only a 
decade out of college himself, he feels drawn 
to his new role as director of vocation minis-
try for the Lasallian District of San Francisco 
New Orleans. The assignment coincides with 
his recent move to Saint Mary’s, which he 
feels is God’s hand at work.
“I’m on the road 80 percent of the time. 
This kind of environment is better suited to 
my work and ministry—it’s easier to plug 
into the life of the College.”
It was Brother Chris’s Mexican immigrant 
parents who nurtured his journey toward 
religious life while he was growing up in Los 
Angeles. He first met the Brothers while 
attending Cathedral High School in Los  
Angeles. By 2003, his sophomore year 
at the University of Arizona, he was living 
providentially with the Brothers and  
working at their newly opened San Miguel 
High School in Tucson. —Ginny Prior
Key to saying yes to the 
ministry, Brother Chris 
Patiño said, were the 
two summers he  
spent working with 
incarcerated youth  
in the Philippines.  
He took his vows in 
August of 2008.
























































Visionary of the 
Year Priscilla Chan
Dr. Priscilla Chan is committed to fighting for children’s 
health. In fact, she and her husband, Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg (left of Chan, below), have pledged $3 billion over 
the next decade—as well as 99 percent of their Facebook shares 
over their lifetimes—to support the cure, treatment, and pre-
vention of all known human diseases through a project called 
the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative.
In light of this dedication, it’s no wonder that Chan, 32, was 
honored this spring with the third annual Visionary of the 
Year Award, a prize created through a partnership between 
Saint Mary’s and the San Francisco Chronicle. The award recog-
nizes leaders committed to social change and comes with a 
$10,000 scholarship from Saint Mary’s School of Economics 
and Business Administration (SEBA) and a $25,000 Chronicle 
grant. The six finalists were nominated by a committee that 
included Zhan Li, dean of SEBA.
At a celebration held at San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera 
House—attended by the likes of Zuckerberg himself, Mayor 
Ed Lee, and Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf—Chan, a practicing 
pediatrician at San Francisco General Hospital, told the gath-
ering that she’s grateful for the opportunity to give back to the 
city in which she honed her professional skills.
“I will spend the rest of my career trying to make San Fran-
cisco—and the world—a little bit better,” she said.
At the gala, Chan said she plans to donate the $25,000 grant 
to the Hamilton Foundation, a nonprofit that helps homeless 
children and their families in San Francisco. She also acknowl-
edged that, in the end, a big motivation for her support of 
children’s health initiatives comes from her own life, as the 
mother of two young children.
“Children’s health concerns feel very urgent and personal,” 
she said.
All the Right Moves
Before Jordan Ford ’20 earned a basket-
ball scholarship at Saint Mary’s, before 
being the Sacramento Bee’s two-time high 
school Basketball Player of the Year, he 
was something else—a two-time state 
chess champion.
“I didn’t go to preschool; instead, I was 
taught chess,” said Ford, who began play-
ing at 4 and training at 5. “My dad started 
playing in college and he just thought it 
was a great game for the mind, to make 
you think moves ahead. I was training 
probably six hours a day. It was pretty 
much all I did. I just loved it, going over 
grandmasters’ games, learning tactics so 
I could get better. I used to go play at the 
chess club in Sacramento with adults, and 
they’d have to stack up two chairs so I 
could see over the chessboard.”
Ford won age-group state champion-
ships in kindergarten and second grade. 
The player who beat him in first grade 
went on to become the youngest Ameri-
can chess master in history.
“Nobody ever believes me the first time 
I tell them about chess,” Ford said. “I have 
to actually show them proof most of the 
time, like my trophies.”
Ford got serious about basketball at 8, 
and while he still plays chess, now he 
does it just for fun. But he said chess has 
helped him in basketball.
“As a young kid I really learned how to 
work hard at something,” he said. “Once 
I got to basketball training, it was a lot 
easier for me to do a two-hour session 
than it was to just sit at the board for 
six hours. Chess just helps you think on 
a different level than any other sport. 
Many people don’t think of it as a sport, 
but I think of it as a mental sport.” 
—J.G. Preston 
New Athletic Director returNs home
After almost 20 years away from the Bay Area, Mike Matoso is 
glad to be back. In July, he started as Saint Mary’s new director of 
athletics and recreation, overseeing the Gaels’ 16 Division I sports 
programs.
“I’m a Bay Area native, so it couldn’t have played out any  
better,” Matoso said.
Nearly 300 student-athletes compete each year for Saint 
Mary’s in the West Coast Conference. Over the College’s 
history, the Gaels have won 19 WCC championships and made 
30 National Collegiate Athletic Association tournament 
appearances. 
Matoso should fit right in to this winning ethos. 
He brings to the job five years’ experience directing 
athletics at Stanislaus State and 13 years’ experience at 
the University of San Diego. His deep understanding of 
the landscape of college athletics will serve Saint 
Mary’s well, said President James Donahue.
“Mike knows how to promote highly 
competitive athletic programs, and his 
commitment to student-athletes resonates 
strongly with the mission of Saint Mary’s,” 
he said.
meN’s rugby NAtioNAl chAmps AgAiN
The men’s rugby team defeated Life University 30-24 to 
clinch its third D1A Rugby National Championship last 
spring, reclaiming the title after losing to archrival Life 
last year (the Gaels brought home the championship 
in 2014 and 2015). The women’s rugby team also 
finished strong, winning the West Coast Conference 
Plate Championship 33-12 in March and competing 
in the National Small College Rugby Organization 
7s championship for the first time in April.


































































Antoine Hunter describes himself as many things. The 
award-winning dancer, director, choreographer, and student 
in the Saint Mary’s LEAP (Liberal Education for Arts Profes-
sionals) program explained, “I am a son, a community leader, 
a brother, a father, a teacher, a spiritual person. I am a man of 
faith and a man of science. I am an African American man.”
He is also deaf. But Hunter doesn’t view that as a limitation, 
saying, “The joy of being a deaf dancer is that it allows me 
to listen to my spirit more, without any other distraction. I 
learned at an early age that dance was a way to communicate.”
Growing up in West Oakland, Hunter found a mentor in 
Reginald Ray-Savage, artistic director and founder of the Sav-
age Jazz Dance Company. When Hunter couldn’t afford more 
lessons, Savage promised to cover the cost as long as he showed 
commitment. Hunter recalled, “I knew it meant I had to come 
to class even if I didn’t feel like it. That word changed me and 
made me a stronger person. I had a vision that I’d be a profes-
sional dancer, but not in the way that I’m living it today.”
Hunter has performed throughout the San Francisco Bay 
Area and around the world. He founded the Urban Jazz Dance 
Company and Bay Area Deaf International Dance Festival and 
has held leadership roles with organizations such as the Bay 
Area Black Deaf Advocates.
“Being a deaf role model is important to me because I didn’t 
have one growing up. I get emails nearly every month from 
people all over the world saying how I have inspired them 
to be great in their own right,” Hunter said. “Dance has the 
power to heal. It has the power to bring a community together. 
Dance is as powerful as all the elements of the world.” —Amy 
DerBedrosian
Inaugural Core CurrICulum Dean nameD
Megan Mustain has been appointed the inaugural dean of Saint Mary’s Core Curriculum, which includes Collegiate 
Seminar and January Term. For 12 years, Mustain has been an associate professor in philosophy at St. Mary’s  
University in San Antonio, Texas, a Catholic Marianist university with about 2,400 undergraduate and 1,500  
graduate students. “Saint Mary’s offers what our world most desperately needs,” she said. “I am thrilled and eager  
to roll up my sleeves to collaborate in the transformative educational work underway at the College.”










































More than a decade ago, Professors Alvaro 
Ramirez, Myrna Santiago, and Maria Luisa 
Ruiz (left to right) dreamed of establishing 
an institute dedicated to Latino studies at 
Saint Mary’s. This fall, that dream blossomed 
into being, with the opening of the Institute 
for Latino and Latin American Studies.
“We started imagining an intellectual 
space that showcases our work and inter-
ests in Latino and Latin American history, 
culture, literature, politics—years ago,” 
Ruiz said. “The center is as relevant now 
as it was then.” Added Ramirez, “There’s a 
growing need for these type of institutes 
because of the close ties that have devel-
oped between the U.S. and Latin America.”
The opening of the institute follows closely 
on the heels of the College receiving a $2.7 
million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education and an official designation as a 
Hispanic Serving Institution last year. While 
the grant does not directly fund the institute, 
it points to more recognition and support for 
Latino topics on campus, where more than 
a quarter of students identify as Latino. The 
institute will continue to enhance the schol-
arly dialogue the professors have already 
fostered about Latino and Latin American 
topics, in subjects such as history, sociology, 
language, literature, and politics.
“Latino students and faculty have been 
integral to the health and vibrancy of the 
SMC culture. Sometimes, however, the 
presence and voices have not necessarily 
been front and center,” Ruiz said. “There are 
many faculty on campus who have worked 
tirelessly over the years to support and 
sponsor activities, research, and events for 
and about the Latino population, but it...has 
not really led to deep institutional change.” 
—Stella Santamaria and Sarah Weld
“The institute...positions 
Saint Mary’s among a 
select group of campuses 
committed to scholarly 
attention to these  
populations,” said  
Professor Maria  
Luisa Ruiz.
Happy 75th Seminar!
The Saint Mary’s community gathered to honor and celebrate 
the Collegiate Seminar program’s 75th anniversary this fall 
with “The Great Conversation 1942-2017,” a symposium to 
honor Seminar’s history and those who have helped it flourish. 
The all-day event featured roundtable discussions (of course!) 
on Immanuel Kant’s essay “What is Enlightenment?” and a 
selection from Hannah Arendt’s “Lectures on Kant”; addresses 
by President James Donahue, Professors Ted Tsukahara, Raina 
León, and Felicia Martinez; panel talks by faculty and alumni; 
and closing remarks by Director of Seminar Ellen Rigsby.
“Developing students’ voices is one of the most important 
things we do here at Saint Mary’s College, and I think we do 
it very, very well,” said Donahue, who has taught Seminar. 
“I watch students grapple with the text, develop an inter-
pretation of the text, dialogue with others about differing 
interpretations, and revise and change their interpretation 
based on the engagement of a dialogue and evidence presented 
in a dialogue.”
Since 1983, all undergrads have been required to complete 
four semesters of the sequenced Seminar classes (from the 
program’s inception in 1942, the requirement has ranged from 
two to eight semesters in all). “Alums have a really warm 
feeling about their Seminar experiences, typically,” said psy-
chology professor Jose Feito, former program director. That 
shared experience of grappling with heady texts in literature, 
philosophy, history, political theory, art, and science embodies 
the principle, Feito said, that “there’s more to education than 
just being trained for a job.”












































Seniors earn $10,000 entrepreneurial award for second time.
Kylie Vandenson ’18 and Christina Shubat ’18 have just earned 
their second $10,000 Matt and Traci Golis Entrepreneurial 
Scholarship awards from Saint Mary’s, given to business stu-
dents demonstrating an innovative and entrepreneurial spirit.
When Vandenson (above right) first applied for the scholar-
ship, she was in a tough place, living in a hotel with her family. 
Despite her challenging circumstances, she spent the summer in-
terning at NASA’s Armstrong Flight Research Center. When she 
came home, her family had still not found permanent housing. 
“It was a very difficult transition going from an incredible life 
experience at NASA, one that broadened the scope of my career 
possibilities, to the harsh realities of facing homelessness,” said 
Vandenson.
Two months later, she received her first Golis scholarship, 
which helped her travel to Kenya for January Term, apply for 
two more sessions interning at NASA, and publish an article. 
“The Golis scholarship changed my life,” said Vandenson, who 
used the second scholarship to pay down student loans. “The 
funds have allowed me to remain focused on my education 
rather than life’s obstacles that are beyond my control.”
Shubat, who also received the scholarship twice, was work-
ing five part-time jobs when she applied for the second one 
junior year. She was also debating whether to take out a large 
college loan, which would mean graduating with massive 
debt. In an effort to graduate quickly to save money, Shubat 
took on the five jobs and five courses. “It was very difficult 
to maintain my schedule this way,” said Shubat, who hopes 
to work in healthcare with elderly patients. Now, thanks to 
the scholarships, Shubat has reduced her demanding work 
and school schedule and begun working as a resident advisor 
and a School of Economics and Business Administration peer 
mentor. —Kyrsten Bean
The Twinsanity radio 
show gave the four twins 
invaluable experience, 
from learning how to use 
the station’s soundboard 
to attending the Inter-
collegiate Broadcasting 
System Conference in 
New York City.
New TrusTees oN board
SMC’s Board of Trustees welcomed two 
senior officers and six members. Kevin 
Nagle (above) began as board chairperson, 
as did Kevin “Casey” Eichler, board secre-
tary. Other new members are Kimberley 
Vogel ’89, Eric Flowers MBA ’04, Brother 
Gustavo Ramirez Barba EdD, MA ’94, Kevin 
Flynn ’86, Mark Madgett ’83, and Joseph 
Motta ’84.
TwiNsaNiTy oN The air
KSMC listeners heard the end of an era 
this past spring with the final broadcast 
of Twinsanity, a weekly show hosted by 
two sets of identical twins. Alexa and Ava 
Gambero (pictured) and Cheyanne and 
Morgan Faulkner all graduated in 2017, 
but throughout their tenure at SMC, the 
women aired an eclectic mix of selections 
ranging from Hozier to John Mayer—with 
a bit of Beyoncé thrown in—from the  
station’s home above Ferroggiaro Quad.
Founded in 1947 by physics majors, 
KSMC launched at 89.5 FM in 1973.  
In 2004, it added digital broadcasting at  
tunein.com. KSMC continues to offer  
students of all majors, identical twins or not, 
a chance to learn about the world of radio.
As well as DJing for KSMC, the Twinsanity 
team set the tone for events like food truck 
happening Saturday StrEATs, and the  
annual 5K Run/Walk for Hunger.  
—Katherine Walsh ’17
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Commencement Weekend—which celebrated 687 seniors and 
675 graduate and professional studies students—was a joyful affair, 
highlighting students’ academic accomplishments and the strength 
of the community. John Diaz, award-winning journalist and editorial 
page editor for the San Francisco Chronicle, delivered the under-
graduate commencement address. Deborah Richardson MA ’13, 
a recognized human rights crusader and advocate against child 
sex-trafficking, offered the address to graduate and professional 
studies students.
Solar SolutionS
Since last summer, California’s sunshine 
has powered outside lights and electric car 
charging stations around campus. Saint 
Mary’s installed six mobile solar gener-
ators—each equipped with two solar 
panels and a battery. Supplied by DC Solar 
Freedom at no cost to the College, these 
generators will reduce SMC’s dependence 
on fossil fuels. “This is a great first step for 
Saint Mary’s in utilizing cleaner, greener en-
ergy sources on campus,” said Sustainability 
Director Riley Smith. Assistant Biology Pro-
fessor Jim Pesavento, who drives an electric 
vehicle to campus, is thrilled with more sus-
tainable, faster charging stations. “It’s going 
to make a lot of returning EV drivers happy 
and prepare the school for when they’re the 
majority.” Tereza Kramer, director of the 
Center for Writing Across the Curriculum, 
adds that the solar panels are symbolic as 
well. “[They] offer immediate, visual signs 
that Saint Mary’s College cares and is taking 
active steps to help our environment, our 
world,” she said. —Jackie Randazzo
INSTEP students will  
do some of their teacher 
preparation in five  
Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District  
elementary schools, 
which sorely need  
education specialists.
Fast Track for Teachers
Beginning next fall, transfer students looking to earn a BA and a special education teach-
ing credential in four years can do so through a new program called INSTEP (Integrated 
Special Teacher Education Program), a partnership between Saint Mary’s Department 
of Teacher Education and the Justice, Community and Leadership (JCL) major, and Los 
Medanos Community College in Pittsburg. Funding for developing the program comes 
from a $225,000 California Commission on Teacher Credentialing grant.
“The INSTEP program builds on our excellent JCL major and special education 
credential, it emphasizes the skills necessary for successful teaching in urban educa-
tion, and it invites increased collaboration with two of our most valued community 
partners, Los Medanos and the Mt. Diablo Unified School District,” said Christopher 
Sindt, vice provost for academic affairs.
To address a lack of credentialed teachers statewide, colleges and universities are 
beginning to offer four-year programs that integrate teacher preparation into undergrad-
uate studies, saving students a year in tuition and producing qualified teachers faster. 
Program graduates will receive an undergraduate degree and a teaching credential.
Associate Professor Tamara Spencer, director of Teachers for Tomorrow and interim 
associate dean of the Kalmanovitz School of Education, will lead the program with 
Peter Alter, associate professor and special education program director, and Monica 
Fitzgerald, associate professor and JCL program director. 
Students will be accepted into INSTEP during senior year in high school, then begin 
their two years at Los Medanos, before transferring as juniors to SMC, where they will 
take JCL courses and KSOE special education credential courses. —Sarah Weld



















































Ryan lamberton ’05, MA ’12
Assistant director, CILSA
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis ignited my imagination 
as a young child. Four siblings, Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy, are sent 
from World War II London to the safer countryside. Young Lucy stumbles 
through a wardrobe into the magical world of Narnia where winter has 
come and stayed. Lucy and her siblings help liberate Narnia from the con-
niving White Witch through collaborating with Aslan and others. This 
adventure fantasy explores notions of time, calling, death, and resurrection. 
It’s been a joy to reread this story as an adult with my three young children.
brother bernard lococo, FSc
My favorite story is one I have often shared about my own mother. 
It was the Christmas season and, mindful of family and friends, 
Mama LoCoco insisted each be remembered with a card. Mom was 
in her 90s and while there were three dozen cards, she noticed that 
one name was omitted from the list. I explained, “She never sends 
you a card.” I have never forgotten Mama LoCoco’s response: “Why 
should her behavior determine what I do?” she asked. These few 
words remind me of Jesus’s Christmas message of love and peace.
paula conrad MA ’10
Employer relations, Career and Professional Development Services
I have always been a bookworm. I simply can’t choose one to 
nominate as best ever. However, the stories that have made the 
most lasting impression on me are the ones I read repeatedly 
as a child. Standouts that really fired my imagination are the 
Winnie-the-Pooh and the Alice books. The characters, creative 
story lines, and outstanding writing drew me in and never let 
go. Lewis Carroll, in particular, was responsible for my endur-
ing love of words (both real and invented).
S. Marshall perry
Associate professor, Kalmanovitz School of Education
One of my favorite stories is Who’s in Rabbit’s House, written by 
Verna Aardema. It is based on a Masai tale about a monster that 
has locked a rabbit outside of her house. Several stronger animals 
try to help the rabbit, but she does not want them to destroy her 
house in the process. Eventually, another small animal helps the 
rabbit frighten the creature out of her home, and they learn that 
the monster was not as terrible as they feared. It is a fantastic story 
for children about their power in the face of the unknown.
claire Weber MbA ’17
CEO, Biotechnology Clinical and Quality Operations, Excellence Consulting
Fairy tale symbols give me purpose and meaning. They are timeless and describe 
the marvel of faith, hope, and love. The graceful Little Mermaid lived in the 
ocean. She rescued a charming prince who lived on land. She risked everything 
to discover the awe of true love with him. She only had a precious short time to 
experience the unimaginable. Her life ended abruptly and she became foam on 
the sea that ebbed and flowed with the tide. The tale leaves me with a question. 
Should I risk everything to discover life’s greatest mysteries?
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The word “story,” dreamy and en-
ticing, conjures up warm childhood 
scenes of mystery, magic, and legend. 
We start hearing stories as children, 
first aloud, then read silently. And then 
longer books, fewer illustrations, then 
movies. Human beings have always 
craved—and needed—stories. Tales 
have entertained us since we came 
into being, first spoken, then written, 
forever coloring who we are. So 
we asked—What is the best story 
you’ve ever read or heard and why?
Ryan Thompson ’97
Senior finance director, Salesforce
The best story I’ve read is the story of Louis Zamperini, in the 
book Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand. Louis is essentially a real-life 
Forrest Gump, whose experiences are so extraordinary, it’s diffi-
cult to believe they actually happened. It goes to show that real life 
can be more entertaining, dramatic, and inspirational than any-
thing you can make up. This story is useful to me, as I sometimes 
reference it when I’m feeling particularly stressed or frustrated. 
Louis overcame unbelievable odds and endured unimaginable 
circumstances. His story reminds me to put things in perspective 
and maintain a positive frame of mind.
Erica Escalante ’16
Aquatics manager, city of Alameda
The most memorable story I have ever read was The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. I reread that book to this day. 
The historical context, the colors, the symbolism, the hope-
less romantic story between Gatsby and Daisy, enticed me 
like no book before. It was a Lasallian educator who brought 
the book to life for me. He explained what the symbolism 
meant and how to look for the deeper meaning in Fitzgerald’s 
writing. I now know that reading stories requires critical 
thinking and analysis for a more thorough understanding.
Mark Generous
Assistant professor, Department of Communication
The most powerful story for me is For One More Day, by Mitch Albom, 
which centers around Charley Benetto and his estranged relation-
ship with his deceased mother, whose spirit he sees upon returning 
to his childhood home. Albom’s writing delicately addresses issues 
of parent-child relationships, death and loss, depression, regret, 
and forgiveness. As someone who studies communication in close 
relationships, I believe it is a story that anyone can relate to. We 
live our lives through relationships, and Albom demonstrates that 
our connections to others make us who we are.
George Robles ’13
Assistant paralegal, Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy
In May I read a story about NHL player Bryan Bickell, who was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis. It hit me hard because I was diagnosed last year. A lot of the 
emotions he talked about going through was exactly what I had felt. His story made 
me feel so close to someone I had never met. He took about four months off hockey 
while dealing with the disease but came back and scored a game-winning goal in 
what would be his last career game before retiring. His story taught me that one 
obstacle shouldn’t slow you down.
Vidya Chandrasekaran
Associate professor, Biology
The Emperor of All Maladies, by Siddhartha Mukherjee, a story of the history of cancer and 
treatments, could have been very technical or depressing. However, I enjoyed how the 
author maintained the balance between the technical aspects of the disease and the in-
terpersonal relationships through his description of key personalities involved in battling 
cancer, the treatments, and his experiences as an oncologist. The book left me amazed at 
how far we’ve come in our understanding of cancer and hopeful for new therapies.
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Cogito ergo sum. I think, therefore I am. These are the words of 
17th-century French mathematician, scientist, philosopher, and all-
around logical thinker René Descartes. He declared that the mind 
(which he called soul) and body are separate substances, with the body 
essentially a machine that could move and sense and even remember, 
but not participate in rational, meaningful thought. The only way to 
acquire knowledge and discover truth, he claimed, was through the 
intellect. The body’s senses were just distractions. “But it turns out 
that’s not how our brain works,” says Educational Leadership Professor 
Kathleen Taylor.
Taylor should know. She and her co-author, DePaul University Profes-
sor Catherine Marienau, have written a book that provides surprising 
new insights on how we learn, thus challenging long-standing ideas 
about the most effective ways to teach. Facilitating Learning with the 
Adult Brain in Mind: A Conceptual and Practical Guide is also helping 
adults overcome years of negative feelings about learning and them-
selves as learners.
Current brain research shows that actually, “we feel, therefore we 
learn,” Taylor said. We learn with our entire bodies, including emo-
tions. “It begins in infancy. Babies learn with their mouths and as they 
sense safety, nurture, and comfort in loving arms. This begins their 
embodied understanding of the world around them.” And even after 
we consciously use our intellect, “learning continues to be a whole-
body experience throughout the life span.” 
But Descartes’s influence has been pervasive and people still describe 
the brain in terms of a machine. “A few hundred years ago, the brain 
was viewed as clockworks, with springs and gears. More recently, it 
was like an engine. Now it’s like a computer, or even just a massive 
central processing chip.” None of it is accurate, Taylor said, “but, 
interestingly, we do that because the brain understands new things in 
terms of familiar things, and each of these comparisons is based on the 
technology of the time.”
How a new way 
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understanding are based on words, Taylor explained, because verbaliz-
ing is what brings such hidden knowledge to awareness. “In fact, words 
are the caboose—the last car—of the train of meaning. The embodied, 
analogical brain has been busily figuring things out long before you get 
to words.”
Also affecting how modern adults learn is the fact that brain responses 
that helped our forebears survive on the primeval savannah are still 
operative in our 21st-century skills. Early hominids had to be constantly 
alert: can I eat it or will it eat me? Those who quickly and correctly 
decided which situations were dangerous lived to be our ancestors. 
So modern brains have a strong negative bias—better safe than sorry. 
Taylor and Marienau describe this in terms of the anxious brain, so 
potentially a critical stumbling block to learning. 
In any new learning environment, the anxious brain reviews one’s 
lifetime of stored, embodied learning experiences. Adults bring with 
them memory traces of everyone who mocked or shamed them for 
not knowing an answer quickly enough—sometimes teachers, but also 
relatives or classmates. During professional development workshops, 
Taylor may suggest they briefly reflect on these prior experiences and 
write down the names of their ghosts from the past. Participants are 
then asked to wad up the paper and throw it in the middle of the room. 
When Taylor says, “Those people are gone now, you don’t have to listen 
to them anymore,” grown men and women often get misty-eyed and 
then feel exhilarated at this act of liberation.
Overcoming the anxious brain also allows people to be more open 
to other ideas and to expand their horizons and change their minds, 
capabilities essential to collaborative, civil society.
Someone who thinks a lot about the anxious brain and its effects on 
life, learning, and society is Brant Choate MA ’92, EdD ’08, director 
of the Division of Rehabilitative Programs for the California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. Under Choate’s jurisdiction, 
over 90,000 incarcerated adults strive to change their lives through 
education and treatment. Most of them participate in courses that help 
them understand their brain and how they think. A lifetime educator 
who is well versed in the latest theories about adult education, Choate 
was particularly interested in the book’s strategies for overcoming 
embodied barriers to learning.
“We have folks who grew up in abusive situations, whose parents 
may have been drug addicts or were incarcerated themselves,” Choate 
said. “Their parents didn’t read to them when they were small.” In 
fact, they may have been on the street selling crack by the time they 
were 8 years old, when most kids are in third grade, he added. “So 
they’ve pretty much given up on school. They are not only prisoners 
of the state, they are also prisoners of their own anxious brains. It’s 
important that instructors and counselors understand how to coun-
teract that history.” 
Most prisoners in the state system are required to participate in ed-
ucational programs of some kind. From the state’s perspective, there 
are some very good reasons to do so. “It changes lives,” Choate said. For 
prisoners preparing to work once they get out, there are career prepa-
ration programs available. “Some of the coursework is pretty difficult, 
though. You need some strong math skills to get into the construction 
program, or welding, heating and ventilation/air conditioning, or auto 
mechanics,” Choate said. That’s motivation enough to get through the 
coursework and pass the GED or get a high school diploma, he said.
Their interest in the workings of their learn-
ers’ minds led Taylor and Marienau to seek out 
information in diverse fields beyond neuroscience, 
including cognitive science, artificial intelligence, 
psychology, and philosophy of mind. “The advan-
tage of being educators and not neuroscientists 
was that we were not bound by our discipline and 
so were willing to look at what everybody had to 
say.” They also discovered these fields don’t talk 
to one another all that much. “Artificial intelli-
gence talks to cognitive science, but most of the 
time philosophy of mind is way too far out there 
for the hard science folks,” Taylor added. 
 Their book is specifically designed to appeal 
to others who, like themselves, do not have a 
background in the hard sciences. “We took a lot of 
technical material and tried to make it accessible 
to people who don’t know or care where the ante-
rior cingulate cortex is located,” Taylor explained. 
(It’s a collar-shaped section of the brain that 
appears to play a role in autonomic functions like 
regulating blood pressure and heart rate, but is 
also involved in higher-level functions like reward 
anticipation, decision-making, impulse control, 
and emotion.) In addition to explaining brain 
anatomy and function in nontechnical language, 
the book also focuses on practices that encourage 
and strengthen adult learning, by tying together 
theory and practice.
Current research shows that cognition takes 
place in the whole body. The brain learns by com-
paring this moment in time to previous embodied 
experiences, or as cognitive linguist George Lakoff 
says, by “metaphor” and “analogy.” Linguists 
might take issue with this misappropriation of 
literary terms, Taylor says, but “it’s an incredibly 
useful way to describe the nonverbal, associative 
aspects of how the embodied brain functions.”
Over our lifetimes, we build our gradual 
understanding of the world and ourselves in it by 
constructing and reconstructing nerve impulse 
bridges among the estimated 46 miles of nerves in 
the adult human body. These synaptic connections 
constitute our customized metaphor for reality. It 
explains, for example, why we say “I can feel it in 
my bones,” or “My gut tells me…”
“Think of common words such as ‘close’ and 
‘distant,’ or ‘up’ and ‘down,’ ” Taylor said. “They’re 
not just about the placement of our body in space, 
they also describe feelings. We are usually happy 
when we feel up or close and less happy when 
we’re down or distant.” Such body-brain associ-
ations precede language or logic and are the real 
basis of our understanding. However, it appears 
to us—as it did to Descartes—that thinking and 
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When prisoners earn certification in a skill, for many it’s the first 
certification they’ve ever earned in their lives, Choate said. “They’ve 
never graduated from anything before and, as Kathleen Taylor said, 
they have internalized the message that they are not capable of doing 
school or finishing anything.” Choate’s aim is to turn that around by 
showing these students that they can do it. Even the lives of prisoners 
who will never get out, who are serving life sentences without parole, 
see benefits from the educations they receive.
“So, you have to question, why are we bothering to educate them?” 
Choate said. Prisoners in the state’s first cohort seeking a bachelor’s 
degree have reported that they are recognized in the prison yard 
as leaders. “They used to teach people how to make shanks, and now 
other inmates are begging them for copies of some of the classic litera-
ture they’re studying.” It has reduced violence and crime in the prisons.
Eventually, these educated prisoners will serve as tutors, teach-
ing college prep classes to other inmates. Their primary motive, he 
explained, is helping other people. “They’ve realized that they’ve been 
in prison for 20 or 30 years and are getting older. They’re looking for 
meaning in life, and the only way to do that is to serve others.”
When he visits classes, Choate is amazed to see how well versed 
these inmates are in the literature they’re studying. “And they are able 
to liken the stories to their own lives and to understanding people 
and how the world works. It causes a transformation.” There is also an 
interesting effect of this higher education on the families of prisoners 
who have no hope of getting out. “We’ve seen 
children of these prisoners planning to go to col-
lege, something we might not otherwise expect,” 
he said. “I’ve read this statistic, that educating one 
prisoner affects at least 50 other people.” 
Choate hopes to do a study confirming the effect 
of education in the California prison system on in-
mates’ recidivism. He pointed to his department’s 
study of 80,000 people who had been released from 
the California system and the effect of substance 
abuse treatment on their tendency to reoffend. 
A 46 percent recidivism rate was reduced to 
15 percent among people who received treatment 
in prison and continued it on the outside. 
Thus, it appears that teaching and counseling 
with the adult brain in mind can have positive 
effects on other inmates, the prison environment, 
prisoners’ families, and the outside world into 
which some prisoners are released. “It creates 
hope,” Choate said, “and hope is contagious.”
“What’s more,” Taylor added, “given the Broth-
ers’ emphasis on social justice, respect for all 
persons, and quality education, it’s ultimately 
very Lasallian.”
Words are the  
caboose—the  
last car—of the 
train of meaning. 
The embodied,  
analogical brain 
has been busily 
figuring things out 
long before you 
get to words.”
 — E d u C A T I o n A L 
L E A d E r S H I P  P r o f E S S o r 
K A T H L E E n  T A y L o r
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In 2008, [the HP  
Program] graduated 19 
students with a four-
year completion rate of 
49 percent; last year, we 
graduated 52 students 
with a...rate of 69 percent. 
These are definite points 
of pride.”—Bethami DoBkin
in early 2017, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Bethami Dobkin decided to con-
clude her work in that role. After serving 
for more than nine years and overseeing 
exceptional increases in undergraduate 
student graduation rates, improvements 
in graduate programs, increased faculty 
diversity, and greater support for faculty 
scholarship, as well as other academic 
achievements, Dobkin was ready for a 
change. She asked President James Dona-
hue for a sabbatical in spring 2018, which 
he granted. In December, she will step 
down as provost to consider different 
career paths and life direction.
In his announcement about the transi-
tion, Donahue said Dobkin’s sage advice 
will be deeply missed, and that she is one 
of the most gifted leaders with whom 
he has ever worked. “Not only is she an 
unwavering advocate of the liberal arts, 
Catholic, and Lasallian mission of Saint 
Mary’s, she has a profound understand-
ing of the importance of championing 
faculty scholarship and fostering inclu-
sive excellence on our campus.”
Before moving into sabbatical mode and 
taking a long-planned family vacation to 
Kenya, Dobkin spoke with us about her 
great appreciation for the College.
Q: What prompted your decision?
A: I spent considerable time pondering 
the decision. I am extremely proud of 
what we’ve accomplished during my 
time as provost, and I cherish the rela-
tionships that I’ve formed here at the 
College. I’ve experienced much personal 
growth and challenge, including raising 
two children and losing both of my 
parents. I think the College is in great 
shape right now, with incredibly talented 
faculty, staff, and administrators who 
can sustain the momentum we’ve built 
together over the past decade.
At the same time, I’m called to do even 
more to advance higher education at a 
time when public confidence in what 
we do is eroding. Outside of the College, 
I’ve become more active regionally and 
nationally, from serving as a WASC 
commissioner to attending and speak-
ing at higher education meetings across 
the country. In addition to revitalizing 
my scholarly agenda, I am ready to 
explore additional ways that I might 
be of service in creating a more just, 
humane, and educated citizenry.
Q. What are you most proud of?
A: I’m deeply indebted to both presidents 
under whom I have served, Brother Ron 
Gallagher and Jim Donahue, for their 
guidance, support, and encouragement. 
I’m also genuinely honored to have 
worked with so many talented faculty, 
staff, and academic leaders. Together, 
we tackled issues of student success, the 
relevance and sustainability of academic 
programs, affordability, and equity. We 
adopted the framework and path to in-




Provost Bethami Dobkin, who is stepping down after almost 10 years, reflects 
on her work at Saint Mary’s and her deep affection for the College.
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We’ve raised our standards of excellence, 
launched innovative programs, broken 
down boundaries between disciplines, 
incorporated technology-enabled teach-
ing, and brought students and faculty 
together in scholarship. The results have 
been tremendous.
Today, the importance of inclusive 
excellence is recognized throughout the 
campus. We have recruited an excep-
tional faculty that increasingly mirrors 
the diversity of our students. We have 
closed or narrowed achievement gaps 
in undergraduate student populations 
and achieved an all-time high, four-year 
graduation rate of over 67 percent. While 
there’s still much work to be done, there 
are real campuswide commitments to 
practice inclusion, continually improve 
the education of our students, and 
advance scholarly inquiry.
Q. You’ve facilitated many successes. 
Was there one academic effort that you 
think had a sustaining impact? 
A: The development of SMC’s first 
academic strategic plan, our Academic 
Blueprint, helped redefine SMC’s dis-
tinctiveness and direction. We brought 
together our undergraduate and gradu-
ate cultures to form one university. We 
Q. What will you miss about Saint 
Mary’s?
A: I love the feeling of accomplishment 
that comes with achieving shared goals. 
All of the points of pride I’ve talked 
about have come from working with the 
people here.
That said, though I won’t be working 
as an administrator here next year, I 
retain the status of tenured, full pro-
fessor and thus have the opportunity 
to stay connected with the campus and 
reignite my passion for teaching, if I 
chose. So I’m not yet saying goodbye 
to things I might otherwise miss—the 
people, the Chapel, the redwood trees 
outside the arcade. 
Whatever I do next, I’ll be carrying 
the power of the relationships I’ve 
formed and the inspiration of Saint 
Mary’s mission with me. The Brothers 
of the Christian Schools calls us here 
to educate students deeply, wisely, 
and inclusively. It’s a calling I share. 
My experience here has been uniquely 
transformative. I’m confident in the 
momentum we’ve created together and 
ready to hand over the torch to the next 
provost. At the same time, I’m grateful 
for all I’ve learned, and ready for the 
next adventure.
expanded our global focus through facul-
ty and curriculum development, student 
experience, and engagement of interna-
tional students. We invested in academic 
excellence through greater support for 
faculty teaching and service, faculty and 
student research, student performance, 
and facilities improvements, including 
classroom and office renovation. We con-
tinued to enroll a diverse, academically 
prepared student body, improved student 
outcomes and satisfaction among both 
graduate and undergraduate students, 
and surpassed projected improvements in 
retention and graduation rates. When we 
finished the Blueprint, we had achieved 
most of our goals ahead of schedule. 
Part of our responsibility to students is 
constantly examining what’s working to 
further their success. For instance, when 
we made changes to the High Potential 
Program (HP), which included moving 
away from a remediative, “We need to 
fix your deficits” approach, to a focus on 
the strengths of HP students, the results 
were dramatic. In 2008, we graduated 
19 students with a four-year completion 
rate of 49 percent; last year, we gradu-
ated 52 students with a four-year rate of 
69 percent; the national average rate is 59 
percent. These are definite points of pride. 
Provost Bethami Dobkin 
meets with Alexandria 
Yaum ’20 and other  
students from the  
High Potential Program, 
which works to support 
low-income and  
first-generation students 
all the way to graduation.















Matthew Zapruder asks, 
and answers.
“Somewhere, in every poem, there are 
words that shine forth, light up, almost as 
if plugged in,” writes Matthew Zapruder, 
associate professor in Saint Mary’s English 
Department and core faculty of the 
Creative Writing MFA program. A critically 
acclaimed poet, Zapruder is also a former 
poetry column editor for The New York 
Times and editor at large at Wave Books, 
the renowned independent publishing 
house for poetry. In his just-released fifth 
book, Why Poetry (Ecco/HarperCollins, 
August 2017), Zapruder argues that 
reading poems can illuminate our lives. 
But first, he says, we need to stop 
treating poetry like a riddle to be solved, 
and get real with what’s on the page.
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Q: Why Poetry is, among other things, 
a first-person guide to how an ordinary 
person can take pleasure in poetry and 
not be intimidated by it. What led you to 
write it?
A: Becoming a poet, and then encoun-
tering so many people who said they 
didn’t understand poetry and didn’t like 
it. I wondered what would it be like to 
dig into and address, in good faith, that 
resistance. And then I started to get 
into how poetry is taught and how we 
think of it culturally.
Q: What’s wrong with the way poetry  
is taught?
A: The whole presumption is that 
it’s some riddle, some secret code 
or message. To get students off that 
presumption, that’s a huge step in the 
right direction. 
Q: So how do you address the  
“hidden message” misconception in  
the classroom?
A: I try to get students to focus on 
what’s on the page—the title of the 
poem, who is speaking, the basic action. 
Then we look for what jumps out as 
being strange or unexpected. That’s 
often where the poem’s energy is. And 
then I make space for students to talk 
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down and work for hours and hours at 
a time, day after day, on the same thing. 
Poems are really more about a different 
type of mentality, about associating 
and drifting and dreaming and making 
leaps. 
Q: Do you see a connection between 
poetry and the Lasallian philosophy?
A: Absolutely. Poetry is intimately 
bound up with the mission of education 
in the liberal arts, and the Catholic 
respect for the integrity and sacredness 
of human beings and their imaginations.
Q: You play guitar with a rock band 
called The Figments. Do you also write 
song lyrics?
A: No. Our lead singer, Thane Thomsen, 
is a brilliant, world-class songwriter. 
My contribution is to play the guitar 
and admire his songwriting. But it’s 
nice to be in a band, have a little posse 
you work with. Writing is solitary. 
Q: In Why Poetry, you describe taking 
your father, a practical-minded attor-
ney, to a poetry reading and seeing him 
become transfixed. Along those lines, 
what might a student of, say, business or 
biology get out of poetry? 
A: Wallace Stevens says that “the 
all-commanding subject matter of 
poetry is life.” If you are alive, there 
are poems for you. And your life will 
be more interesting, better, stranger, 
cooler, weirder, and more fun through 
reading poems. 
To make us think more deeply, not just about the poem itself, 
but about our own lives and experience—that is what poems are 
supposed to do!”—Matthew  Zapruder
about what they think the deeper ideas 
of the poem are, what it seems to be 
pointing toward or questioning, and 
what the poem makes them think or 
feel. To make us think more deeply, not 
just about the poem itself, but about our 
own lives and experience—that is what 
poems are supposed to do!
Q: Have you ever felt intimidated by a 
poem?
A: I’ve felt baffled. Or annoyed. When 
I first read the notoriously difficult 
poems of John Ashbery, I was angry 
because I was looking for something 
that wasn’t there. “Why doesn’t he say 
what he means?” It was my mistake. 
There wasn’t something he was hiding. 
The meaning of the poems was in the 
way they took over my mind, and how 
thinking along with him changed my 
thinking. It was like the music of John 
Coltrane—at first I just literally could 
not hear it. I was too inexperienced; I 
needed to listen to it a bunch of times. 
Now, if something seems weird or 
strange or different, I’m going to try to 
postpone my judgment and let it sink 
in. Why not give it some time? In art, 
there are many things I have come to 
love that I didn’t like at first.
Q: Your previous four books are poetry 
collections. What was it like to write a 
256-page book of prose? 
A: Grueling! I have always had deep 
respect for prose writers, but now it’s 
exponentially greater. You have to sit 
Q & A





Moving hearts, training artists, 
and opening worlds for 25 years

















“If you look at any culture on the planet, art is an integral part of it,” said Dana Law-
ton, dance professor and Performing Arts 
Department chair. The same might be 
said of Saint Mary’s itself, now celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of Performing Arts 
as an academic department. Currently, 
about 80 students are pursuing majors or 
minors in dance, music, or theater, while 
hundreds more enjoy classes within the 
department. A robust scholarship pro-
gram attracts top talent, and students 
give about 45 arts performances annually. 
Legend has it that Theatre Program 
Director Rebecca Engle once described the 
department’s creation by a top-drawer 
but tiny faculty as “preparing Thanks-
giving dinner on a hot plate.” But thanks 
to a perfect storm of blessings—among 
them the guiding vision of former depart-
ment chair Dan Cawthon (now professor 
emeritus), the strong support of admin-
istrators, and the geographical gift of 
Saint Mary’s proximity to the world-
class Bay Area arts scene—Performing 
Arts offers a feast of opportunities to 
students and audiences alike. 
TheaTer for Thinkers 
Spring 2017 was a heady season for the 
Theatre Program. In February, Mahershala 
Ali ’96, once a leading light of the Saint 
Mary’s stage, claimed an Academy Award 
for best supporting actor in Moonlight. 
In April, students joined the national 
dialogue about race and immigration by 
staging Hamilton playwright Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s first musical, In the Heights, 
set in a Latino community in New York. 
And in June, a fresh crop of program 
grads—some with concentrations in 
performance and theatre studies, others 
in design and technical theatre—began 
pursuing their dreams in the real world. 
Those dreams don’t all revolve around 
the red carpet, noted Engle, a professor 
of theater at SMC for over three decades 
and director of the Theatre Program 
since 2005. “Winning an Oscar is suc-
cess,” Engle said, “but so is graduating 
Rob Gonzalez ’19 (left) and 
Dante Fregoso ’20 perform 
last spring in Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s first musical, 
 In the Heights, winner of 
four Tony Awards.
To our alumni: Whether you were a major or a minor, or simply 
love performing, we want to reconnect. Join us at any concert or 
production in our 25th anniversary season and we’ll thank you  
from the stage. Can’t make it? We still want to hear from you.  
Visit stmarys-ca.edu/performing-arts/perfa-alumni-connect.
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and going on to teach in a classroom, or serving as a stage 
manager, or as a lighting designer working with local dance 
companies, or as a playwright. Making theater is just one path-
way of success.”
There was no pathway at all for would-be theater profession-
als, though, when Engle arrived as a guest director in 1983. 
At the time, plays were produced under the auspices of the 
English Department and sometimes performed outdoors in the 
Redwood Grove. “We were a constellation of stars,” said Engle, 
referring to the theater, dance, and music programs that began 
to coalesce in the 1980s. With the founding of the Performing 
Arts Department in 1993, “we found our sun.”
Today, theater students enjoy a stellar range of experiences: 
master classes and guest residencies with significant contem-
porary playwrights like Octavio Solis and Marcus Gardley; 
trips to professional stages of the Bay Area; local theater 
internships, interdisciplinary collaborations, and more.
They can also show off their skills far beyond Moraga. Over 
the past 15 years, student productions have regularly received 
regional and national awards at the Ken-
nedy Center/American College Theater 
Festival, among others.
“We say our program is conservatory 
caliber, but not a conservatory environ-
ment with a narrow, hothouse focus,” 
said Engle. “We deliver that caliber of 
training, but with the liberatory ener-
gies of a liberal arts education.” In fact, 
she said, the Theatre Program reinforces 
the philosophy of Collegiate Seminar, 
by introducing students to great works 
alongside today’s emerging voices. “We 
do great American plays and great plays 
of the world, and also plays by living 
American playwrights,” she said.
With a particular commitment to new 
plays by writers of color, writers who 
identify as queer, and women, Engle said, 
the Theatre Program not only empha-
sizes culturally relevant education but 
also brings diverse audiences to the Saint 
Mary’s stage. “It’s part of the learning 
experience for the students,” she said, 
“and it also makes a vital contribution to 
inclusive excellence at Saint Mary’s.” 
Dance anD Diversity
“We see our program as a collaboration 
with our students,” said Professor Cath-
erineMarie Davalos, an award-winning 
choreographer who has directed the 
Dance Program since 1997. “Many others 
are built on competition; someone has to 
be better than someone else. We’re inter-
ested in what we can do as a community 
to advance our field and our artistry.”
Today, with seven full-time faculty, 
40 to 60 dance majors and minors, up to 
300 additional students enrolled in dance 
classes, and multiple student concerts 
each year, the Dance Program is both 
substantive and vibrant. By contrast, 
when Davalos joined the faculty in 1996, 
three years after the launch of the Per-
forming Arts Department, there was just 
one student majoring in the discipline, 
and many remembered when dance was 
offered through the Physical Education 
Department.
The founding of Saint Mary’s College 
Dance Company that year, among other 
factors, generated a new sense of identity, 
and under Davalos’s guidance, the pro-
gram has grown exponentially. Students 
working toward a BA can choose to focus 
on choreography and performance, dance 
“Our  
program is  
conservatory  
caliber...
but with the 
liberatory 














Clockwise from above: Melanie Olsen ’18, 
Lindsey Ryan ’19, and Autumn Lee; 
Morgan Koehmstedt ’18; and members of 
the Saint Mary’s College Dance Company. 
science, or dance studies. The depart-
ment also offers an MFA program and 
an undergraduate track for professional 
dancers known as LEAP (Liberal Edu-
cation for Arts Professionals), headed by 
Shaunna Vella ’03, MFA ’16.
A striking feature of SMC’s dance is 
its inclusiveness. “We don’t advocate a 
single body type the way other programs 
do,” said Davalos. Similarly, students 
with backgrounds in non-Western dance 
are encouraged to apply, and a Lasallian 
appreciation for the sociocultural move-
ments (“civil rights, LGBT, etc.”) is often 
reflected in their pieces.
Like SMC’s music and theater 
ensembles, the dance company, in which 
all dance majors and minors participate, 
has received national acclaim. In 2010, 
the company garnered a top ranking 
at the annual American College Dance 
Association conference, and the honor 
of dancing at the National College Dance 
Festival at the Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, D.C. It’s unusual, Davalos noted, 
for a liberal arts program to receive such 
a distinction—usually the accolades go 
to students from conservatories. 
The program’s goals remain focused on 
education and social justice, not the pur-
suit of fame. “We choose works that are 
going to be good lessons or models for 
our students,” Davalos said. “The ones 
that can get the most, or most diverse, 
bodies on the stage.” 
Making the Most of Music
“We’re small but mighty,” said Julie Ford, a music professor 
since 2010 and Music Program director for the past two years. 
With Ford helming vocal studies, and Martin Rokeach, former 
program director, overseeing the instrumental division, the 
program offers a 5:1 student-faculty ratio, free private lessons 
for music majors and minors, and performance opportunities. 
That’s a far cry from 1984, when Rokeach, then a new pro-
fessor at SMC, and his mentor, Dan Cawthon, launched the 
school’s first performing ensemble, a small choir called The 
NightinGaels. Soon after, Rokeach agreed to direct the Saint 
Mary’s Chamber Musicians—initially a minimalist undertak-
ing, since the fledgling group consisted of just the two students 
(one clarinetist and one pianist) who had enlisted his aid. “Our 
first concert was 15 minutes,” Rokeach said. 
Today, up to 20 student instrumentalists each year are selected 
through auditions to participate in the Chamber Musicians, 
teaming up in classical music duos, trios, and quartets. Others 
ply their talents as members of the Saint Mary’s Orchestra, or 
the Wind Symphony or Jazz Band, both led by John Maltester, 
a Hall of Fame member of the California Alliance for Jazz and 
recipient of an award for outstanding music education from the 
California Music Educators Association.
On the singing side, choral groups, the Jazz Choir, Glee Club, 
and Chamber Singers, have been burnishing an international 
reputation, including garnering two gold medals at the 2014 
World Choir Games and performing at Carnegie Hall in 2015. 
Another standout moment was the 2007 opening of Syufy 
Performing Arts Hall, with its dedicated practice spaces and 
ensemble rehearsal room. Until then, Rokeach said, musicians 
practiced in the LeFevre Hall lobby next to the scene shop, 
where theater sets were built. “There’d be sawing and hammer-
ing while I was rehearsing Beethoven,” he recalled.
As with the other Performing Arts branches, music program 
graduates go on to a variety of careers. But, said Ford, “because 
we have such small class sizes and students receive so much 
attention from faculty, their whole skill base as an artist is 
nurtured.” As a result, she said, many alums, music minors and 
majors alike, decide to stay in the field. “Our students launch 
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When you make a planned gift to Saint Mary’s, your generos-
ity has an impact far beyond your lifetime. Your gift creates a 
legacy that supports generations of students whose lives will 
be forever shaped by their Saint Mary’s experience.
A planned giving strategy can put your assets to work for any 
part of Saint Mary’s that you choose, while you and the Col-
lege share the benefits. There are many gift options that will 
cost you nothing today, and options that can help you make a 
tax-savvy investment in both your future and the future of the 
College. These gifts include:
• Naming Saint Mary’s College as a beneficiary of an IRA, 
retirement plan, or insurance policy
• Creating a life income gift, such as a charitable gift annuity 
or charitable trust
• Including Saint Mary’s College in your will
“Planned gifts are a win-win for the College and for donors,” 
said Doug Hansen, director of planned giving. “These gifts 
can be a tax-wise strategy while creating a legacy to support 
future students and the College.” The College recognizes legacy 
donors with membership in the Brother U. Albert Rahill Soci-
ety, whose members receive special recognition, including event 
invitations, targeted communications, and a framed certificate.
Delta Gaels society
As a part of the Gael family of alumni, 
parents, and friends of the College, you 
know how important traditions are at Saint 
Mary’s. You likely know the words to the 
“Bells of Saint Mary’s,” you cheer on the 
Gaels in McKeon Pavilion and on TV, and 
now you can place your Delta Gaels Loyalty 
Giving Society sticker in a place of pride to 
celebrate your generosity to the College.
The foundation of every successful univer-
sity is a robust base of consistent donors—so 
this fall, Saint Mary’s launched its first-ever 
loyalty giving program in an effort to cele-
brate your generosity and honor all those 
who make giving back an annual priority.
The delta symbol is the fourth letter in 
the Greek alphabet—symbolic here of a 
traditional undergraduate experience that 
often lasts four years. In its uppercase form, 
the Greek letter represents the idea of 
change, which is appropriate because we 
believe that all Gaels are change-makers 
responsible for shaping the philanthropic 
culture of the College.
For more information on Delta Gaels 
and how to qualify, visit stmarys-ca.edu/
deltagaels or contact Jessica Porter, annual 
giving coordinator, at (925) 631-4509.
Brother U. Albert Rahill 
Society members  
Ken ’52 and Patricia 
Vincent supported Kyle 
Barraclough ’12  
(center) with a  
scholarship. Today 
Barraclough is a relief 
pitcher for the Miami 
Marlins.
School of Science Dean Roy Wensley sees his decision to include 
Saint Mary’s in his estate plan as an expression of the value he  
places on the College’s unique educational experience: 
“Saint Mary’s has given a lot to me, including  
a great career, and I want to give back by  
supporting the broad education that Saint Mary’s 
provides and ensuring access to a quality  
education for future students.”
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For Garth Flint ’63, the Great Books 
experience kick-started the process 
of developing critical thinking skills, 
which he describes as one of the 
greatest outcomes of his Saint Mary’s 
education. “You can’t hide when you 
have to speak in front of your peers,” 
he said. “Developing that ability to 
think critically and evaluate situations 
has helped me at every phase in my 
career. When I talk to other students 
and alumni, the importance of the 
Great Books is a common thread.”
After graduation, Flint applied those 
critical thinking skills to great effect, 
first in distinguished service in the 
United States Navy in Vietnam—where 
he flew F-4 fighter jets and survived 
being shot down over Haiphong in the 
Gulf of Tonkin—and then as the founder 
of a financial advisory business, Beacon 
Pointe Advisors.
As his career and life progressed, 
Flint felt driven to give back to the 
Christian Brothers and the College that 
had done so much for him and his class-
mates. “I remember thinking at the 
time that if there’s a way to give back, 
I will,” he said. “I still reflect on advice 
from Brothers about how to handle cer-
tain situations.” He cites Brothers Carl 
Lyons and Michael Quinn as influences.
Flint has kept true to his commit-
ment, with a long history of involvement 
that includes service as a donor and 
volunteer. He has served on the Board 
of Regents and Board of Trustees; 
donated at major, annual, and leader-
ship giving levels; and stepped forward 
in campaigns to support key priorities 
including the Alioto Recreation Center, 
endowed scholarships, and the Student 
Athlete Performance Center. 
“Garth’s leadership and commitment 
to the College’s mission is a shining 
example for all of us,” said President 
James Donahue. “Thanks to him, our 
philanthropic community is growing 
and expanding every day. His passion 
is tireless, and we couldn’t ask for a 
more committed volunteer.” Donahue 
and staff describe Flint as someone 
who reflects the Saint Mary’s spirit of 
humility and generosity, a quiet leader 
by example. “My goal is to contribute to 
the culture of philanthropy at the Col-
lege and to encourage others to support 
Saint Mary’s and its priorities for the 
future,” Flint said. 
Scholarships are a personal priority 
for the Flint family, who established 
the Mollie Flint Rosing Endowed Schol-
arship for Women’s Basketball to honor 
their daughter Mollie ’97, who received 
a scholarship to play while earning 
her accounting degree. “When Mollie 
graduated, we decided to give that 
opportunity to another Saint Mary’s 
student,” he said. Flint appreciates 
receiving notes from the recipients of 
his family’s scholarship and even hired 
one recipient, after her graduation, as 
an operations assistant at his company. 
“She was very impressive both on the 
basketball court and in our office.” 
Another student who benefited from 
an SMC education is the Flints’ son 
Kevin ’91, MA ’15, who works as a 
counselor in the Richmond schools. 
“I’m amazed by how much service 
work Saint Mary’s students do,” Garth 
Flint said, about the impact of the Cath-
olic Institute for Lasallian Social Action 
(CILSA) program, which partners with 
community organizations and nonprof-
its to offer students opportunities to 
engage in service learning.
bY courtneY bennett
Giving Back with Passion
Garth Flint ’63 with his wife, Claudia.
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Focus on Family
For Lisa DeBartolo ’92, life is all about family. Born into a fam-
ily best known in the Bay Area for its ownership of the San 
Francisco 49ers, she joined the organization after graduating 
from Saint Mary’s with a degree in art history and philosophy.
“I always wanted to be a part of the 49ers family,” said 
DeBartolo. “Then I wanted to use the money my family was 
lucky enough to have for positive change and good.”
DeBartolo did this first by shaping the 49ers Foundation, 
which supports programs that help keep underprivileged 
youths safe and in school. Since following her parents to 
Florida shortly after they moved there in 1999, she has 
overseen charitable giving for the DeBartolo Family 
Foundation in Tampa while also serving as an exec-
utive vice president of DeBartolo Holdings.
“We’ve put a lot of kids through college and 
helped hundreds of families directly. We have a 
strong focus on women, children, and animals, 
things that matter to me and my family,” she said.
Noting she was raised to be both generous and 
grateful, DeBartolo points to SMC’s Lasallian 
mission as another influence. She explained, “I 
believe in social justice and always try to put 
myself in someone else’s shoes.”
DeBartolo considers the inability to pro-
vide help to everyone who needs it the 
greatest challenge of her work. But she 
finds particular reward in the oppor-
tunity to hold a Christmas celebration 
each year for children being raised by 
their grandparents.
“I hope I’m honoring my family 
and making them proud by what 
I’m doing and what I’ve become,” 
said DeBartolo, whose family now 
includes a husband and two young 
sons who are her primary daily 
focus. “I’m going to run a founda-
tion for the rest of my life. That’s 
what I do from my heart.” —Amy 
DerBedrosian
Lifting Lives
As a Saint Mary’s  
undergraduate,  
Melissa Stafford Jones 
’93 danced at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts. This 
year, she became execu-
tive director of the Dean & 
Margaret Lesher Foundation, 
overseeing its support for edu-
cation, children and families, and the 
arts in Contra Costa County.
 Yet Stafford Jones hardly stayed in place. 
Working toward her BS in biology, she 
volunteered in Oakland and Houston with 
nonprofit organizations assisting those with 
HIV/AIDS and their families. She returned 
to campus with an interest in health policy, 
especially in low-income communities. 
 “College was very formative for me. My 
volunteer and academic opportunities set 
me on my career path,” said Stafford Jones, 
who went on to earn a master’s degree in 
public health at UC Berkeley.
 A graduate internship at the county-run 
Contra Costa Regional Medical Center led 
to a permanent position and then to the 
Hospital Council of Northern and Central 
California as regional vice president. From 
there, Stafford Jones became vice president 
and policy director, and later president and 
CEO, for the California Association of Public 
Health and Hospital Systems.
 “I worked at the state and federal level to 
help safety-net health systems serve the 
most vulnerable in our communities. It was 
a great alignment of my own values and the 
policy context,” she recalled.
 In 2014, Stafford Jones was appointed 
regional director for the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. Expanding 
health insurance enrollments was a priority, 
and she noted, “To me, it’s a human rather 
than political issue. I do my work around a 
mission to improve the lives of other human 
beings, and I see healthcare as the door.” 
 Stafford Jones views her role at the 
Lesher Foundation as continuing this 
effort, saying, “Now I’m able to bring my 
experience to my own community and 
help Contra Costa County thrive.” —Amy 
DerBedrosian
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Despite facing tremendous adversity as a child in a Cambodian 
labor camp, refugee camps in Thailand and the Philippines, 
then poverty and abuse in the United States, Mony Nop ’04 
has founded two nonprofits and forged a successful career as a 
police officer and real estate agent.
A whirlwind of ideas and stories, Nop worked for 16 years 
as a police officer in Livermore, finishing his BS in business 
management at night while working full time and raising two 
boys as a single father. After earning his degree from Saint 
Mary’s, he started his own real estate company, which donates 
a percentage of its earnings to charity.
“I can’t thank Saint Mary’s enough. It opened a whole new 
door for me. Saint Mary’s allowed me to find my own truth,” 
said Nop, who explained that before SMC, he had read only six 
books, since he owned none growing up. “I love reading 
now and read all the time.”
In 2013, Nop founded the Mony Nop Foundation, inspired 
by the suffering in his childhood and his work with youth, 
families, and school groups as a police officer. The 
foundation aims to foster a lifelong commitment 
to community service and offers scholarships to 
middle and high school students for enrichment 
programs in visual and performing arts, athletics, 
and leadership.
“I always wanted to give back because there is 
no way another child should suffer the way I did 
in order to be successful,” said Nop, who escaped 
the Khmer Rouge at age 6 and regularly ate bugs 
and animals to survive. “It comes down to help-
ing people live their lives the way they need to. 
We open doors, change lives, empower youth, and 
grow leaders.” —Sarah Weld
Mony Nop ’04 (above, 
standing) works with 
middle and high school 






Guarding the Golden State Warriors’ Steph 
Curry is a full-time job—especially off the 
court. Luckily, a Saint Mary’s alum is on the 
job. Ralph “The Rocket” Walker ’76, Hall 
of Fame Gael basketball player, works as 
Curry’s bodyguard.
“It’s been an exciting ride, but I’d also like 
to say that our journey has been very spiri-
tual too. Draymond Green—he leads prayer 
before every game,” said Walker, adding 
that Curry and former Warrior James 
McAdoo are “spiritual, religious 
guys.” In McKeon Pavilion, 
Walker’s famous 41-inch jump 
is captured in a plaque. Walker, 
who once scored 63 points 
in a 1974 game against 
Wisconsin, was recruited 
from Henderson  
County Community 
College in Texas by 
Gaels head coach 
Frank La Porte.
When the NBA 
(Phoenix Suns) and a 
short stint with the NFL 
(Seattle Seahawks) didn’t 
pan out, he spent 20 years 
as an Oakland police officer 
before the Warriors hired 
him. —Ginny Prior
rousinG reunion
About 500 alumni gathered on campus to 
reconnect with friends and their college 
experience at the Alumni Reunion  
July 14–16 (the class of 2012 had the 
highest attendance). They joined classmates 
at events including Music in the Grove, 
a Seminar class led by Brother Kenneth 
Cardwell, wine tasting, historical tours, and 
class dinners on the Chapel Lawn. Reunion 
donors raised $665,797 for the College.






















graduate Belia Ramos 
’99 (right with her 
children) was elected 
to the Napa County 
Board of Supervisors in 
November 2016.
Finding Joy in Public Service
Some days Belia Ramos ’99 has to pinch herself just to make sure her life isn’t a 
dream. She’s been serving since January on the Napa County Board of Supervisors, 
and she couldn’t be happier.
“I get paid to do what I love to do,” she said. “How awesome is that?”
Ramos grew up in Napa’s St. Helena and was the first in her family to go to col-
lege. After graduating, she worked for California Rep. Mike Thompson for two years 
before earning a law degree at the University of California’s Hastings College of the 
Law. She then practiced as a civil litigator and went on to found her company, Raise 
the Bar, which helps clients prepare for the bar exam. Now, in addition to her board 
duties, she teaches writing at UC Davis’s School of Law.
Ramos sees the shift from practicing attorney to elected official as more like a 
homecoming than a new career: During her stint with Thompson, she helped reunite 
refugees with their families, traveling everywhere from local cities to more exotic 
locales like Malaysia and Cuba.
“The work with refugees was so meaningful for me,” she said. “It helped me 
realize that I loved the public service sphere.”
But the reality of student debt led her to join a San Francisco law firm, where 
Ramos toiled until one day, her father urged her to revisit her passion.
“My dad reminded me that he and my mom hadn’t worked as hard as they 
did to put me through school so that I could turn around and work harder,” 
she said.
In 2010 Ramos secured a spot on the American Canyon City Council—a 
position she filled until 2016. In June 2016, she was elected to the Napa 
County Board of Supervisors.
She takes her job seriously, but also with joy.
“Being on the board is a privilege, not a right—and I have to earn 
that privilege every day,” she said. “It’s a pleasure to truly give back to 
the place that has shaped me.” —Kate Madden Yee
Voice for Human SerViceS
Michelle Jackson ’04 likes to talk, which 
serves her well: She recently met with 400 
nonprofit organizations across New York 
State in a single week, recruiting for the 
campaign she’s leading to build visibility 
and financial resources for human services 
agencies and workers.
“Our long-term vision is a statewide 
network with political force and a budget 
commitment,” said Jackson, deputy director 
and general counsel for the Human Services 
Council in New York City. “At the city level, 
we’ve already seen a lot of success.”
Advocating for those in need is nothing 
new for Jackson. A politics major at Saint 
Mary’s, she became involved with the 
Catholic Institute for Lasallian Social Action 
(CILSA) and Bonner Leader Program, work-
ing with community groups and helping to 
start the Social Action Leadership Team.
“My interest in social justice and law solid-
ified at Saint Mary’s. That launched where I 
am now,” said Jackson.
She went on to Suffolk University Law 
School, focusing on international human 
rights. Volunteering with Shelter Legal  
Services, Jackson helped poor and  
homeless women. She also interned with 
the International Consortium for Law and  
Development, and wrote about incorporat-
ing women’s rights in the Iraqi constitution.
“That was fascinating and exposed me to 
policy and legislation,” said Jackson, who 
joined the Human Services Council as a 
policy analyst after law school.
Now there nine years, she 
explained, “I’ve stayed  
because the organiza-
tions I represent and 
what they’re doing in the 
community are incredi-
ble. I’m also proud that 
we have increased the 
visibility of human ser-
vices in New York and 
made people in power 
pay attention.”  
—Amy  
DerBedrosian















































































Jan Term in Ethiopia inspires a career.
When health science major Elise Dreiling ’14 visited Ethio-
pia for the first time in 2014 with Biology Professor Rebecca 
Jabbour, she wasn’t sure what to expect. But the January 
Term trip proved to be life-changing.
“There were 10 of us, and we volunteered at 
a women’s hospital, helping in the post-op 
rooms and the physical therapy lab,” she 
said. “We also visited many historical 
sites, including one of the first churches 
in Addis Ababa. It was through these 
experiences that I fell in love with the 
people and the culture.”
That initial visit was so inspiring that 
she arranged a similar trip for a team from 
the School of Allied Health Professions at 
Loma Linda University, in Loma Linda, Calif., 
from which she graduated in December with a 
master’s in orthotics and prosthetics. This time, Dreiling 
and one of her professors, three physical therapy students, and 
five other orthotics and prosthetics students volunteered at 
Cheshire Services, an Addis Ababa organization that provides 
orthopedic services for children.
During that visit, the group helped fit Tesfaye, an above-
the-knee amputee, with a new prosthetic that consists of a 
“four-bar” mechanism that better mimics the movement of 
a real knee joint than the single-axis knee prosthetic he had 
been using.
“With the single-axis knee, Tesfaye was never able to walk in 
a normal gait pattern,” Dreiling said. “The four-bar knee allows 
him to walk more easily and gives him a lot more stability.” 
Now back in the United States, Dreiling has begun a residency 
at the Hanger Clinic in Vista and she continues to reap the 
rewards of working with patients.
“We tend to take our mobility for granted,” she said. “When 
I can help bring it back into people’s lives, that’s powerful.” 
—Kate Madden Yee
The CoaChing Couple
JR Payne ’99 was an outstanding basketball 
player, earning all-West Coast Conference 
honors and helping the Gaels gain their 
first-ever NCAA tournament berth. After 
graduation, she prepared to put basketball 
behind her. But while Payne was working on 
a master’s degree in French at San Fran-
cisco State, former SMC head coach Kelly 
Graves invited her to join him as an assistant 
coach at Gonzaga. And that was that.
Payne has been accompanied on her 
coaching journey by former SMC football 
player Toriano Towns ’98, now her husband. 
They started dating during her sophomore 
year after meeting while having their ankles 
taped at Madigan Gym. Towns has been 
Payne’s associate head coach at three dif-
ferent schools: Southern Utah, Santa Clara, 
and since March 2016, the University of 
Colorado of the Pac-12 Conference.
While Payne is technically Towns’s boss, 
they have always approached coaching as a 
joint venture, after they assistant coached 
together at Gonzaga and Boise State. 
“Our goal all along was to have our own 
program,” Payne said. “If he had the first 
opportunity to be a head coach, it would 
have been him. Neither of us cared which 
person got the title of head coach, because 
we’ve always done it together. I’m a much 
better coach with him, and he’s a much bet-
ter coach when I’m around.” —J.G. Preston
SipS for SCholarShipS
In August, 315 alumni, parents, and friends filled the Soda Center to taste wine and beer, 
bid on auction items, and pull a bottle of wine from a rack of 50—all in support of the 
Alumni Legacy Scholarship at the 12th Annual Summer Wine Festival. Led by Gaels in Wine 
Chapter President Bob Kozlowski ’50 and Festival Chair Cindy Cooper ’96, the event raises 
funds for SMC scholarships for alumni children and grandchildren.










































Professor Ron Olowin devoted his life to understanding the 
cosmos, drawing star-strewn connections between scientific 
observations, religion, and human culture. Olowin, who began 
teaching at Saint Mary’s in 1987, died on Aug. 5 at age 72.
When he came to the College, invited here to reestablish the 
physics program, Olowin was already an internationally known 
and highly regarded observational astrophysicist. Prior to SMC, 
he taught at the University of Oklahoma and served as the 
director of the Kirkpatrick Planetarium at the Science Museum 
of Oklahoma. Olowin, who retired as an emeritus professor in 
May 2017, published more than 40 scientific articles.
Many alumni remember Olowin—affectionately referred to as 
“Dr. O” by his students—for his legendary Intro to Astronomy 
course, which he taught for 30 years.
 “Any time I attended an event with alumni there was always 
at least one person who asked about Ron and enthusiastically 
recounted the life-changing experience they had had in his 
course,” said School of Science Dean Roy Wensley.
Always committed to making science accessible, Olowin 
shared his knowledge with the public, giving science talks at 
Dedicated to   Wonder
dec. 19 men’s BasketBall vs. dayton 
alumni at saint mary’s 
Pregame party, time TBD, Soda Center
2018
jan. 10 sri lanka trip with   
professor carla Bossard
jan. 11 men’s BasketBall at  
santa clara 
Pregame alumni networking, 6–7:30 p.m., 
Lighthouse Management Group,  
1650 The Alameda, San Jose
jan. 18 men’s BasketBall at GonzaGa 
Viewing parties nationwide
jan. 27 alumni awards followed By 
men’s BasketBall vs. portland at 
saint mary’s
5 p.m., Soda Center
feB. 10 men’s BasketBall vs. GonzaGa 
at saint mary’s
Pregame reception at Saint Mary’s, time TBD
feB. 24 men’s BasketBall vs.  
santa clara 
Car drawing event, time TBD
april 14 Gaels Give Back service day
Nationwide, visit our website for a location 
near you.
july 13–15 reunion weekend
For graduation years ending in “3” and “8”
For a full listing of upcoming alumni events, visit 
stmarys-ca.edu/alumnievents.
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Michael R. Noonan 
’51
Libert K. O’Sullivan 
’55
Michael V. Pickering 
’64, parent of 
Damian Pickering 
’89
Thomas J. Reynolds 
’74
Brother R. A. Rossi 
FSC ’48
Patrick J. Rossi ’61
Madeline M. Sanborn 
’08
Edward L. Sandoval 
’62
Richard A. Schafer ’72
John H. Sheehy ’55
George R. Silvers ’53
Michael J. Tonsing 
Sr. ’65
H. D. Trudeau ’64, 
parent of Nicolas 
Trudeau ’93
Charles E. Wanek ’62
Carl D. Zeff MA ’98
PARENTS
Nancy S. Casey, 
parent of Michael 
Casey ’01
Hal Childs, parent of 
Chad Pace ’95, ECR
Mary M. Heafey, 
parent of Matthew 
Heafey ’88
William G.Lind, parent 
of Mark Lind ’00
Adelina McAndrews, 





Mary Ochs, parent of 
Linda Foley
Janet Pasha, parent 
of Maureen Pasha
James M. Riley, 
parent of Suzanne 
Riley ’87
T. G. Rogers, parent 
of Brian Rogers ECR
Margaret R. Schunk, 
parent of  
John Schunk ’85,  
Jeffrey Schunk ’90
Gena Silveria, parent 
of Freddie Silveria 
’11
Donald J. Welsh, 





















Miles S. Amen ’86
Paul Ascenzi ’51
Russell L. Blackburn 
MBA ’92
Eugene J. Bowen ’62, 
parent of Kimberley 
Bates ’88
William F. Brusher ’41
Donald J Cariani ’58, 
parent of Jennifer 
Horan ’88
Sam A. Cesare ’51, 
parent of  
Mark Cesare ’83, 
Elizabeth Siegel ’80, 
MA ’88
Thomas R. Cleary ’61
Mario V. Conti ’43
Robert H. Day ’50
David F. Donahoe ’62
Robert G. Engle ’84
Eileen A. Faria ’88
Lois S. Foster MA ’91
Gerald P. Franey ’42
John G. Frankino ’55
T. B. Fujier ’59
John P. Giambastiani 
’71
Thomas E. Gorman 
’63
Arlene E. Graham 
MA ’83, parent of 
Matthew Graham 
ECR
James T. Haley ’52
John F. Hansen ’50, 
parent of James 
Hansen ECR
Evelyn C. Hawkins 
’02, MS ’03
Lionel J. Holmes ’41
Robert W. Islip ’59
William M. Jordan 
’51, parent of 
Michael Jordan, 
Mary Perez ’77
John M. Keating ’60
V. H. Kelly ’62
Dwayne A. Kling ’50
Hubert E. Louderback 
’54
Herman D. Lujan ’58




Jennifer K. Morrison 
’09
Paul J.Moura ’62
Edward J. Nevin Jr. 
’37
Frank R. Nilsson Jr. 
’66
Dedicated to   Wonder
churches and libraries and sending AstroNotes emails to the 
campus community about meteor showers and super moons. 
He had a welcoming ready smile and an unshakable commit-
ment to wonder. 
“He loved that word ‘wonder,’ ” Wensley said. “He wanted 
everyone that he taught to experience wonder about the uni-
verse, to ponder what it all is. Where are we? What does it 
mean?” Olowin loved the picture taken of Earth by the Voyager 
1 space probe in 1990, Wensley said. The photo, shot from more 
than 4 billion miles away, was among the first-ever photo-
graphs of the solar system, with Earth just a tiny point of light. 
Olowin was passionate about trying to connect the dots, see 
the big picture, and pass this on to everyone else, Wensley said. 
A notable element of Olowin’s Intro to Astronomy course 
was the 4 a.m. hike he and his students made at least once a 
semester to the Norma Geissberger Observatory high on a hill 
above campus. Olowin knew the students grumbled about the 
early morning excursion. “But once they get up there, they 
love it,” said Olowin, recognized in 2007-08 as Professor of 
the Year.
For many students, this was their first deep gaze into space 
to see planets, stars, and galaxies. More than anything, Olowin 
wanted his students to have a better understanding of and 
humility about their place in a vast universe.
“Making sense of the intersection of the astrophysical world 
and fundamental faith is a very difficult thing,” said President 
James Donahue. “But it’s a very Catholic thing. Science and 
faith are not an either/or proposition. Ideas challenge faith and 
faith challenges new ideas.”
It was through Olowin’s determined efforts that the observa-
tory exists at all. He applied for a National Science Foundation 
grant and appealed to science alumnus Louis Geissberger ’53 
and SMC’s Advancement Office to support the project.
All Olowin’s life, beginning as a small boy in Pennsylvania 
gazing up at the night sky, he had sought to understand some-
thing far greater than the study of the cosmos, wondering what 
it all meant. As an astrophysicist, he came to believe there are 
kernels of truth in the old stories about heavenly events like 
the Star of Bethlehem. Weaving together religion, science, and 
other threads of human culture, this astrophysicist and devout 
Catholic sought to do what all great scientists do—connect the 
dots between human life on this small blue planet and the vast 
reality in which it spins.
For a longer version, visit stmarys-ca.edu/
in-memoriam-ron-olowin.
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G Degree KeyECR Education CredentialEdD Doctor of EducationEE Extended EducationEMBA Executive MBAHON HonoraryMBA Graduate BusinessMC CounselingME Graduate EducationMFA Fine ArtsML Leadership
MLS Liberal Studies
MS Science
MT Theology and Religious Studies
N Nursing
P Paralegal Certificate
To see additional Glimpses photos, visit 
stmarys-ca.edu/glimpses.
1952
Ken Vincent and his 
wife, Pat, announced 
their 65th wedding 
anniversary.
1961
John McNeil  
recently competed in 
the cycling events at 
the Huntsman World 
Senior games in  
St. george, Utah. He 
earned three silver 
medals in the follow-
ing events: mountain 
Climb, Time Trial, 
and Criterium. There 
were over 10,500 
athletes from  
34 countries com-
peting in various 
Olympic sports.
1963
1 Jim McNalis 
spent his time in a 
refugee camp on 
the Thailand/Burma 
border beginning 
in 1989. He writes, 
“The brutal military 
dictatorship army in 
Burma was shooting 
the peaceful dem-
onstrators and had 
made life unbearable 
for the Karen ethnic 
people. many were 
fleeing for their 
lives into Thailand. 
i devoted my time 
to supporting the 
Burmese democra-
cy movement and 
the Karen people 
over the ensuing 20 
years. as a sculptor, i 
began documenting 
the principal players 
in the democracy 
movement, the most 
famous of them my 
sculpture of aung 
San Suu Kyi. a year 
ago, a journalist 
friend, Phil Thornton, 
who lives with his 
Thai wife, Kanchana, 
wrote The Medi-
cine Monk, about a 
monk’s efforts to 
give healthcare to 
the poor Burmese 
people. He wanted 
an ambulance to get 
the most seriously ill 
to hospitals. i asked 
Kanchana to bring 
the monk to mae Sot 
so i could meet him. 
Within 20 minutes, 
i agreed to pay for 
an ambulance with 
funds from the sales 
and commissions of 
my clay sculptures. 
earlier this year, i met 
the monk at his clinic 
to get a ride in the 
ambulance they call 
Jim, the ambulance 
made from clay. i am 
a firm believer that 
you do not need to 
be associated with a 
group to accomplish 
something worth-
while. i believe in the 
power of one.”
1971
2 George Haddad, 
Joe Sheridan, Greg 
Schneeweis, and 
Mike Duda (pictured 
left to right) reunite 
at their 50th high 
school reunion at St. 
anthony High School 
in Long Beach, Calif. 
in true gael fashion, 
they stayed until the 
band stopped, and 
then a bit longer. 
1973
Roland Travas is 
now retired, living in 
Jamaica and travel-
ing to other parts of 
the world. He has a 





his first fiction novel, 
Down. The story is 
set in Tacoma, Wash., 
where the homeless 
take over a con-
demned 10-story 
building before it can 
be imploded. They 
create a unique, 
self-governing com-
munity that becomes 
a model for the state 
and nation, but the 
bigger story is how 
the citizens and 
politicians of Tacoma 
take sides, and the 
drama and conflict 
that ensue. Writing is 
Barry’s third career 
after 22 years with 
aT&T and 11 years 




3 Tom Torriglia is 
pleased to announce 
the release of his 
latest CD, Antipasto 
Rock, an 11-song CD 
of new italian amer-
ican hits available 
from online retailers. 
Fifty percent of the 
net profit from phys-
ical sales of the CD 
goes to earthquake 





4 Robert Clifford 
recently retired after 
a long career with 
the Federal Bureau 
of investigation. 
Following eight years 
of military service as 
a naval officer, Bob 
became a special 
agent of the FBi in 
1989 and served in 
FBi field offices, FBi 
headquarters, and 
diplomatic assign-
ments in South 
america, the middle 
east, and europe. His 
most recent postings 
were serving as the 
FBi on-scene com-
mander in iraq and 
the senior FBi rep-
resentative to naTO 
and the european 
Union in Brussels, 
Belgium. Bob has 
received many 
awards and decora-
tions, including the 
FBi Director’s award 
for Counterterror-
ism, the Director 
of national intel-
ligence Commen-
dation award, the 
FBi Combat Theater 
award, and the Bo-
livian national Police 
medal of Honor and 
merit. in 2004 he was 
awarded the Service 
to america medal and 
was named Federal 
employee of the 
Year. Bob received an 
mPa from the Uni-
versity of Southern 
California. He is a 
senior vice president 
with Bank of america 
in Charlotte, n.C., 
where he and his 
wife, Deirdre, make 
their home and just 
celebrated their 27th 
wedding anniversary. 
1988
5 Carolyn  
Lindstrom earned 
her edD from 
Brandman Univer-
sity in 2015 and has 
recently authored 
her first book, What’s 
Missing: Best Practices 
for Teaching Students 
with Disabilities. She 
is currently a special 
education middle 
school teacher and 
adjunct professor at 
Brandman. Last year 
she celebrated her 
25th wedding anni-
versary in greece 
with her husband, 
Andy Bradvica.  
Carolyn is pictured 
with her children, 
Robert (attending 
school in new York 
City) and Thomas (a 
high school senior).
1995
Mercy Hall has had 
a very busy, exciting 
year. While she  
readies her son, who 
is a high school  
senior, for college, 
she also has been 
blessed with a 
daughter this year. 
To keep things even 
more interesting, she 
opened her own  
law firm in San  
Francisco, provid-
ing special needs, 




Stay up-to-date! Most of our communica-
tions happen online—and we don’t want you 
to miss out. Sign up to receive emails from us 
at stmarys-ca.edu/emailsignup.
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1996
Heather (Hayes) Betz 
was granted tenure 
and promoted to 
the rank of asso-
ciate professor in 
the Department of 
Kinesiology at albion 
College in albion, 
mich. additionally, 
she currently serves 
as the president of 
the midwest Chapter 
of the american 
College of Sports 
medicine.
1997
6 Since graduating 
from SmC,  
Theresa Dagondon 
Brinkman and her 
four friends have 
pursued careers 
in social work, law, 
human resources, 
and medicine. They 
have also chosen 
to marry wonderful 
spouses and become 
mothers. On Jan. 
21, 2017, they all 
reunited to cele-
brate their 20-year 
friendship and march 
in Washington, D.C. 
for a variety of rea-
sons (pictured left to 
right, Theresa, Rachel 
Villacorta Lyew,  
Jennifer Agbayani, 
and Mary Schlim  
Bianchi). Some rea-
sons were patriotic, 
some were personal, 
and all were with 
good intent to unify 
vs. divide. 
2003
7 Julie (Kolch) Olson 




newing their wedding 
vows in Barbados. 
Julie and Justin live 
in Julie’s hometown 
of Sacramento with 
their two dogs. Julie 
works for the local 
community college 
district helping at-risk 
students succeed in 
college. if you live in 
the Sacramento area, 
you might see Julie 
running through 
town, as she is an avid 
runner. if you see her, 
stop and say hi.
2009
8 Lauren Scranton 
is naC architecture’s 
Knowledge and 
innovation Leader. 
She possesses an 
intimate knowledge 
of current education 
research, and she 
uses that knowledge 
to expand naC’s 
expertise in working 
with educators to 
design innovative 
learning environ-
ments that enable 
personalized learning 
for students. She 
completed her mas-
ter of arts in policy, 
organization, and 
leadership studies in 
education at Stan-
ford University, and 
her Ba in integral 
liberal arts. With 
origins in 1960, naC 
architecture spe-
cializes in planning, 
design, engineering, 
and capital facilities 
consulting services. 
Through a network 
of offices in the 
western United 
States, the firm’s 170 
professionals create 
sustainable and inspir-
ing environments for 




Caroline Grafft and 
Zach Holloway were 
engaged in front of 
the Chapel on may 
13, 2017.
9 Kendra Brassfield, 
CeO of health and 
wellness com-
pany neoLife, was 
featured in this 
month’s Direct Selling 
News magazine as 
one of the “Forces 
under 40.” “Kendra 
possesses a tireless 
work ethic, genu-
ine integrity, and a 
strong commitment 
to others. She made 
the decision and led 
the effort to rebrand 
the company and 
persevered fear-
lessly. Her work has 
breathed new life 
into the company 
and has played a key 
role in attracting 
the next generation 
of leaders. Kendra 
listens, respects 
others, is humble, and 
possesses vision and 
passion. She builds 
trust and confidence 
in others by accept-
ing blame when 
things go wrong and 
deferring credit to 
others when they go 
right. She is a milken 
institute associate 
and was recently 
accepted into their 
Young Leaders 
Circle. She also has 
a heart for kids and 
is actively involved 
in the educational 
initiative Curriki and 
active in her church,” 
reported the  
magazine.
10 Brother Brenden 
Bell, OmV professed 
his first religious 
vows with the  
Oblates of the  
Virgin mary on aug. 
5, 2017, in Boston. 
He has begun studies 
for the priesthood 
and is amazed at 
what the Lord is 
doing in his life.
2014
after graduating 
with a Ba in studio 
art, Anna Turpit 
turned her attention 
to interior design 
and has since worked 
as a project manager 
for one of the Bay 
area’s top residential 
interior design firms. 
The Oakland-based 
firm, mead Quin 
Design, was selected 
to participate in this 
year’s San Francisco 
Decorator Show-
case. The event is 
in its 40th year and 
runs from april 29 
through memorial 
Day. all the funds 
raised go directly 




11 Allison “Alli” 
Beard earned her 
juris doctor cum 
laude from gonzaga 
University School 
of Law on may 13, 
2017.
12 Rachel Alvarez, a 
recruited member of 
the women’s rowing 
team, is using her 
Saint mary’s edu-
cation to make an 
impact on the amer-
ican indian/alaska 
native population in 
California’s capital 
city. Rachel holds the 
title of community 
health educator at 
the Sacramento na-
tive american Health 
Center (SnaHC), 
where she works 
with patients to 
reduce the effects of 
chronic hypertension 




of exercise. Rachel 
also has an interest 
in reducing stigma 
among SnaHC’s 
patient population 
around HiV and 
hepatitis C-related 
services. She recently 
presented at an 
Office of minority 
Health Resource 
Center conference 
in Washington, D.C., 
(pictured) sharing 
the HiV and hep-
atitis C-related 
projects that she has 
taken on, including 
drafting an opt-out 
screening policy and 
developing culturally 
sensitive marketing 
materials. in addition 
to working full time, 
Rachel is working 
towards her master’s 
degree in public 
health, is a compet-
itive member of an 
outrigger canoe club, 
and is a proud mom 
to her fur baby, Roxi. 
go gaels! 
2015 
Jacqueline Martin  
was a Lasallian Vol-
unteer from 2015-
2017 in the Bronx, 
new York. She 
attended the global 
Lasallian Women’s 
Symposium in  
auckland, new  
zealand, this July.
To see additional Glimpses photos, visit 
stmarys-ca.edu/glimpses.
Stay up-to-date! Most of our communica-
tions happen online—and we don’t want you 
to miss out. Sign up to receive emails from us 
at stmarys-ca.edu/emailsignup.
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Suzanne PederSon ’06
A novelist with experience in 
education and the medical 
and legal fields, Pederson is 
the legal affairs coordinator 
in Saint Mary’s Office of the 
General Counsel.
Full Access
When I enlisted in the army in 1979, it 
was only a few years after the Vietnam 
War—a conflict in which my father 
participated. I was 10 when he left for 
Vietnam and I scolded him for leaving 
the family to engage in a combat 
mission. I was certain that he would 
not come back (though he did) because 
my sister and I had watched military 
personnel delivering the personal 
effects of the man across the street who 
was killed in action.
Years later when I enlisted in the 
army, I thought about our neighbor 
and my father. My initial reasons for 
enlisting were personal—I wanted to 
connect with my father. But there was 
more. While I was in high school, the 
army began to expand opportunities 
for women soldiers, including defensive 
weapon training in 1975 and integrated 
male/female basic and occupational 
training in 1977. The new army allowed 
women to have real jobs and in the 
army every job mattered—if they were 
not combat jobs, they supported the 
combat mission and the overall readi-
ness of the forces.
From the moment I took the enlist-
ment oath I mentally and physically 
prepared myself for the possibility of 
a combat mission—after all, that was 
the whole point of my career—being 
a soldier wasn’t something I did but 
something I became.
In basic training, I represented my 
military unit on an 11-mile run. I had 
to carry our flag on a heavy pole that 
was taller than me, and spin it in a large 
circle as I ran in front. Some of the 
troops fell out of formation, too tired to 
keep running, including male troops. 
But I stayed up front proudly spinning 
that flag, staying in cadence as my 
booted feet hit the ground, though my 
arms ached, my legs cramped, and my 
breathing grew labored. My disciplined 
mind powered through it. I was  
mentally and physically combat ready.
During one training mission I was 
chosen with a small number of male 
and female soldiers to execute a surprise 
nighttime attack on my peers. After 
sneaking out of my tent and meeting 
the others, our small band of male and 
female warriors crept into the bivouac 
and, armed with blank rounds of ammu-
nition, we successfully attacked the unit. 
When I honorably discharged from 
the army in 1982 and the reserves in 
1986, I was disappointed to have never 
seen combat. And yet the debate has 
continued as to whether women should 
be eligible. I’ve heard the reasons: Rape 
can happen at the hands of both friendly 
and enemy forces. Enemy guards can 
use women prisoners to coerce male 
prisoners to say or do things they might 
otherwise not do but for their chivalrous 
predisposition. On the battlefield that 
same chivalry might create a distraction 
and jeopardize the mission and all in-
volved. And while I did at times benefit 
from chivalrous behavior, I don’t think 
it undermines overall defense readiness.
Another argument is that women and 
men are not created equal. I admit this 
might weaken a mission, depending 
upon battlefield conditions. However, 
mission readiness does not hinge on the 
strength of one troop. It is accomplished 
at the hands of a cohesive unit.
I went into the military expecting 
to see combat. I trained for combat and 
was prepared to die in combat—no less 
than my father. In today’s increasingly 
gender-neutral society, it is myopic to 
use gender as a disqualifier for combat 
missions. While I may have lacked the 
physical strength of male soldiers, many 
male soldiers lacked my fitness and 
sense of purpose. If women enlist in 
any military branch, we have enlisted, 
like our male counterparts, to pursue 
a patriotic mission, and we should be 











GRAND PRIZE:  A  WEEK IN A TUSCAN VILL A





March 3, 2018  
6–8 p.m.





Support scholarships for student 
writers and win a trip to Tuscany
M F A  I N
C R E A T I V E
W R I T I N G
CHANGE THE WORLD. 
Do you know someone who would make a  
great Gael? Tell them about Saint Mary’s.































































 —  no problem!  —
During Weekend of Welcome, Luke sanchez ’18 ushers the class of 2021 into saint Mary’s messy—but beloved—tradition of 
painting the sMC letters. students return to paint the letters throughout their college career, culminating with a final visit to 
the hill overlooking campus just before graduation.
